Probable Starters:

#2  Steve Blake (PG) – 6-3 172  lbs  born 2/26/1980 – fom Maryland  (2 years in league)

Inserted into starting lineup with Telfair's wrist injury a few weeks ago, has been pretty solid ever since.  Won an NCAA championship at Maryland alongside Juan Dixon.  Drafted by the Wizards, picked up by the Blazers as a free agent this past summer.  Hard working player, average shooter.  Takes excellent care of the ball, averaging only one turnover per game.

#3  Juan Dixon (SG) – 6-3 164 lbs   born 10/9/1978 – from Maryland   (3 years in league)

Tough player, though quite undersized for the shooting guard position.  Won an NCAA championship at Maryland alongside Steve Blake.  Also picked up from the Wizards this summer as a free agent.  Started the season coming off the bench – though he is the Blazers' best shooting guard (at least until rookie Martell Webster gets his act together), his small size when paired with the also-undersized Sebastian Telfair makes him an unacceptable defensive liability.  Has found his way into the starting lineup alongside Blake, however; the two have chemistry dating back to their college days.  Often a very streaky shooter – when he is on, can single-handedly carry the team offensively, but can also shoot his team out of games.  Has a wide repertory of offensive skills (fade-aways, bank shots, floaters, etc.).  His assist averages have been up playing alongside Blake.

#38 Viktor Khryapa (SF) – 6-9 210 lbs    born 8/3/1982 – from Russia   (1 year in league)

One of the Blazers' three first-round draft choices in 2004, despite his youth has played quite a few seasons professionally for CSKA Moscow.  Classic hustle player, chases loose balls and rebounds with impressive tenacity.  Pretty good shooter.  Excellent ball handler and passer, especially for someone 6-9 – in Europe, they teach the forwards to bring the ball up the court while the guards streak down the wings trying to get open.  With impressively long armspan, often displays a knack for finding the open man.  Found his way into the starting lineup after Darius Miles' knee injury about a month ago.

#50 Zach Randolph (PF) – 6-9 253 lbs  born 7/16/1981 – from Michigan State (4 years in league)

The “star” of the team.  Excellent rebounder and inside post presence, very talented offensively.  Made his reputation on picking up second-chance points.  Has displayed a silky-smooth outside jumper this season, but has sometimes come to rely on it more than he should.  Poor defender, improving but still mediocre passer.  Drafted by the Blazers in 2001.

#10 Joel Przybilla (C) – 7-1 255 lbs   born 10/10/1979 – from Minnesota   (5 years in league)

Surprise free agent find two summers ago.  One of the best shot-blockers in the league, good rebounder, and fundamentally solid.  Skill at setting picks leads to lots of dunks off the pick-and-roll.  Horrible free throw shooter.

Bench:

#1 Jarrett Jack (PG) – 6-3 202 lbs   born 10/28/1983 – from Georgia Tech   (Rookie)

Drafted by the Nuggets this summer; the Blazers traded for him on draft day.  Tough, experienced point guard (Georgia Tech is in a competitive conference).  Good defender, competent on the offensive end.  Smart player – knows how to pick his shot.  Has dropped in the rotation with Steve Blake's emergence; started the season as Sebastian Telfair's backup.

#12 Sergei Monia (SF) – 6-8 220 lbs    born 4/15/1983 – from Russia   (Rookie)

Drafted by the Blazers out of CSKA Moscow in 2004 alongside Khryapa, but wasn't able to come over to the US until this season.  Hasn't seen much daylight in the rotation for a few weeks.  Good shooter.  Khryapa is more versatile, however.

#25 Travis Outlaw (SF) – 6-8 220 lbs  born 9/18/1984 – Starkville HS, MS (2 years in league)

Drafted by the Blazers straight out of high school in 2003.  Ridiculously athletic.  An excellent shooter.  Often seems “lost” in the offensive plays, though.  Developing defender.  Very inexperienced, seems to have a lot of promise.

#21 Ruben Patterson (SF) – 6-5 223 lbs    born 7/31/1975 – from Cincinnati  (7 years in league)

The veteran spark off the bench.  One of the best defenders in the league.  Good low-post scorer and player.  Hustles every night.  Poor shooter.  Horrible free throw shooter.

#42 Theo Ratliff (C) – 6-10 235 lbs    born 4/17/1973 – from Wyoming   (10 years in league)

One of the best shot-blockers in the league: when he's healthy.  Very injury prone.  Has shown a more sophisticated offensive repertoire this season.  Veteran poise.

#5 Ha Seung-Jin (C) – 7-3 305 lbs   born 8/4/1985 – from South Korea  (1 year in league)

First South Korean to play in the NBA.  Developing, but still looks confused and horrible.  Picks up fouls like candy, often seems confused as to what to do with his huge body.  No offensive skills to speak of as yet.  Won't see action unless Przybilla or Ratliff is limited for some reason.

#7 Charles Smith (SG) – 6-4 200 lbs    born 8/22/1975 – from New Mexico   (4 years in league)

Picked up as a free agent this summer, had been playing in Europe.  Very athletic, very long armspan.  Average shooter.  Actually, mediocre in almost every way.  Probably won't see daylight.

#8 Martell Webster (SG) – 6-7 210 lbs   born 12/4/1986 – from Seattle Prep HS   (Rookie)

The Blazers' much-hyped sixth overall draft choice this past summer.  Phenomenal shooter and offensive player, still learning the NBA ropes, especially on the defensive end.  Will be a star....someday.  We hope soon.

Injured:

#31 Sebastian Telfair (PG) – 6-0 160 lbs  born 6/9/1985 – from Abraham Lincoln HS (1 year)

Blaazer's much-hyped thirteenth overall draft choice in 2004.  Excellent passer.  Extremely quick, especially off the dribble.  Mediocre shooter.  Sometimes makes poor decisions in traffic – he tries to do too much.  His thumb is injured, and isn't supposed to play tonight.  Will be interesting to see what happens to him when he comes back – will he start, or will Blake?  Will Telfair have learned anything from watching Blake play?

#23 Darius Miles (SF) – 6-9 210 lbs    born 10/9/1981 – from East St. Louis HS  (5 years)

Traded Jeff McInnis to the Clippers for Miles in fall 2003 (I think).  Very athletic player.  Developing jump shot.  Was one of the pillars of the Blazers' offense this season until a rather mysterious knee injury a month and a half ago.  Had knee surgery a few weeks ago and should be back by the end of the January.

