Dear Incoming Musical Freshman:

On behalf of the Bach Society Orchestra (known around campus informally as BachSoc), we would like to welcome you to into Harvard’s vibrant musical and artistic community.  We are writing to tell you about BachSoc and to invite you to audition this fall.  

The Bach Society Orchestra is Harvard’s premier chamber orchestra.  Founded in 1954, it originally focused on the performance of works by J.S. Bach – the orchestra has since broadened its repertoire to embrace music from all periods.  For example, last year’s program included such works as Schnittke’s “Moz-art à la Haydn”, Beethoven’s Third Symphony, and Barber’s Violin Concerto.  Each year, one concert includes the performance of an original composition by the winner of our undergraduate composition competition, while another features the winner of our undergraduate concerto competition.  We encourage freshmen as well as upperclassmen to participate in these competitions.

With the myriad opportunities open to orchestral musicians at Harvard, it can be difficult at first to distinguish between them.  BachSoc is a small orchestra of about forty players.  Its smaller size promotes an intimate musical experience, fostering a sense of camaraderie that larger ensembles often lack, while maintaining an exceptionally high standard of musicianship.  Our administration is comprised entirely of orchestra members who are dedicated to ensuring the quality and success of the orchestra.  This not only adds to BachSoc's friendly and cooperative atmosphere, but also provides students with valuable experience in all aspects of administration, from financial development and sales to publicity.

Perhaps the most unique element of BachSoc is its undergraduate music director.  Previous music directors have included composers John Adams and John Harbison and conductors Hugh Wolff, Samuel Wong, Alan Gilbert, Isaiah Jackson, and Christopher Wilkins (also among the ranks of our alumni is cellist Yo-Yo Ma and violinist Lynn Chang!)  This year, we look forward to working with music director Alexander Brash ’06, a junior whose extensive musical and business experience will be used to their fullest to ensure a dynamic and bold season.  

The upcoming season is guaranteed to be an especially exciting one as BachSoc celebrates its 50th anniversary.  We have several extraordinary events planned throughout the year to commemorate our spirit of music-making and to honor some of the orchestra’s alumni who have made tremendous contributions to music beyond Harvard. 

Auditions for the Bach Society Orchestra will be held during Freshman Week, Wednesday through Friday, September 15-17.  Sign-up sheets will be available in the Music Building and at the Freshman Activities Fair on Monday September 13th from 9:45 am to noon.  We ask that you prepare a selection of a concerto, etude, sonata, or other work featuring at least 2 contrasting passages (technical and lyrical).  You are welcome to prepare more than one piece in order to showcase your talents, but you will be playing for only 5-7 minutes, so plan accordingly.

If you have any questions about the orchestra, about music at Harvard, or about Harvard in general, please do not hesitate to contact us at bachsoc@hcs.harvard.edu.  And again, please visit our website at http://www.bachsoc.org.  We hope you enjoy the rest of the summer, and we look forward to meeting you in September! 

